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OW fatiguing is it to hear the apologies of 
a public man for his lack of wit? as 
thus— 


“ Mr. Speaker, 

The prefence of the illuftrious affembly which 
I have the honor to addrefs, every member 
of which I believe (if nobody elfe does ) ta be 
a philofopher; the immenfe moment of the quef- 
tion, which, with feeble hands, I fear I fhall: 
{trive in vain to grafp, as achild apumpion ; the 
tran{cendent ability of the honorable gentleman 
who was laft up, a champion fo highly diftin- 
guifhed in the ficld of eloquence ; an Atlas who 
has fo long even born the globe of politics upon 
his fhoulders, the Neftor of our councils, whofe 
fapience makes it bootlefs to hope for informati- 
on from my {cant wit, as wifdom from the 
mouths of babes and fucklings: All thefe circum- 
{tances in combination, the leaft of which might 
cruh me, cannot fail to {catter my ideas (Jf J 
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have any ) like Perfians before anhoft of Greeks; 
and the few which remain behind, I fear, will 
joftle in the brain, and drive each other out, 
without defign or order, like the pellets of a 
pop-gun. But mercy, fir, mercy to the weak 
and meek; mercy, I fay, fir, is the godlike at- 
tribute of the brave. To /a/h me with the frafts, 
or pierce me with the /courge, of ridicule, would 
furely be as cruel as to bait anunoffending bear; 
unoffending, I fay, fir, becaufe you may be per- 
fectly affured, that if. I do no good, I fhall not 
do you harm. If I fhould try your patience, 
you will but be put into the condition of the 
holy Job, and moft magnanimous Socrates: and’ 


one thing efpecially I will promife, that, though 
I fhould perplex your heads, I will not, like the — 
fierce Xantippe, difcharge thereon the contents 
of any vile utenfil.” | 


Warned by fuch inftances as thefe, at which 
I have often laughed myfelf, I do not mean to 
make my readers merry at thefame expenfe. Yet, 
fhould I ftrive to footh the rage of critics by 
reprefenting the difficulties of my undertaking, 
I fear I fhould’be compared to a phyfician, who 
heightens his account of a diftemper, that he 
may enhance the honor of the cure. I fhall 

venture, 
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yenture, however, to fubmit to the contempla- 
tion of their E:minences, the diftinétion between 
the cafe of an author who aflumes the difcuffion 


of an extended moral, or political point, which 
prefents to hiseye the_ topics of argument in one 
general view; where, truth being feen on onc 
fide, falfehood on the other, nothing is to be 
done but winnow chaff from grain ;—-and the cafe 
of a periodical writer, who muft invent perpe- 
tually as he goes (under the difadvantage of tread- 
ing on beaten ground,) and muft eftablith every 
thing he invents. To ufe the words of Addifon, _ 
in his definition of good writing at large, it is 
expected of a periodical writer, in an. efpecial 
manner, that he fhall furnifh matter which is 
** true, but not obvious;” and it is probable he 
will fail at laft, without the curiofa felicitas of 
the Roman critic, the curious felicity in the 
choice of words, which, in many other compo- 
fitions, is unlooked for, or difregarded. Inven- 
tion is as much the charatteriftic attribute in 
periodical writing asin poetry; and the expedi- _ 
ents are various to which poets have reforted in 
a dearth of thought. The acroftick of the En- 
glifh, wherein an initial letter may pumpupaline; 
and the French bouts rimés, wherein the rhyme 


of the coneluding fyllables may, perhaps, force 
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out alittle reafon, are fometimes ufeful fubfti- 
tutes for invention; for that which clogs a wit, 
may prop a dunce. Byfshie’s art of poetry, too, 
is admirably contrived for the purpofe of fup- 
plying both rhyme and reafon ; and, in truth, the 
ordinary tribe of verfifyershave ufually contented 
themfelves with inventing the works of other 
people. If none but thofe who are in poffeffion 
of invention had written books, much fewer 
books would have been written; by which the 
grocers and trunk-makers would have been con- 
fiderable fufferers. 


If, after all, a periodical writer, affuming 
things as they are, fhall be fkilful enough, by 
means of a fertile invention, fo to delineate, as 
that one picture fhall refemble a dozen coxcombs, 
he gets aneft of hornets round him. “ Let the 
gall’d jade wince,” fays the dramatic poet; but 
the mifchief is, fo many jades are gall’d, it is 
odds that, in their caperings and curvettings, the 
author gets his brains kicked out. 


Such writers, then, in their with to pleafe, defy 
all difficultics and perils ; and if you fhould give 
them, when they deferve it, praife, the poet’s 
aliment, then would you {fet them @ little high- 
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er than the camelion, but much below the af. 
And grant, that fuch a feaft be given them ; 
while they remain concealed, they can as little 
tafte it as Sancho Panza the dainties of Barata- 
ria. There is amoft exquifite {pecimen of con- 
troverfial eloquence preferved I think by Quin- 
tilian, and afcribed to Tacitus, upon the quef- 
tion whether a poct or an orator is in a conditi- 
on moft {uitable to an ambitious man: the ad-_ 
vantage, if I remember, is given to the orator, 
for this reafon, among others, that while the poet 
but hears the diftant murmurs of applaufe, the 
orator receives in perfon the enthufiaftic ho- 
mage of his auditors. A dramatic writer in- 


deed, above all others, is in a moft difcouraging 
predicament, for he is even conftrained to di- 


vide his reputation with the players, who often 
get the better fhare. 


But, by no other retainers to the prefS is the 
bufinefs of writing executed with fuch facility 
as by the editors of gazettes: they have no ufe 
at all for the rare talent of invention, except 
indeed when news is f{carce. «Printers in gene- 
ral are the mufes’ midwives, and ufually ftran- 
gers themfelves to the pains of childbirth. 
There is this remarkable advantage, too, in the 

occupation 
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occupation of a printer ; that, while other wri- 


ters, who publifh on thcir own eccount, pay him 
when he prints their works; the printer on the 
contrary is paid for printing his own ; and while 
this laft may count his profits upon every para- 
graph, and advertifement, in a newfpaper, ‘with- 
out even the trouble of penning the advertife- 
ment, the reft, if they depend upon their la- 
bours, are likely to ftarve, unlefs they write a 
novel, or 2 wanton tale; (or both in one) a 
Fanny Hill. 


Having faid thus much of my paper, I pro- 
ceed now, agreeably to the laudable practice of 
my brethren of the quill, to fay fomething alfo 
of myfelf: and it is obfervable that when aman 
perufes abook he is apt to become curious to 
be acquainted with the figure of the Author. 
The reader is informed, therefore, that I am 
{ix feet two inches high, without my fhoes, I 
have black hair, and large black eyes, or rather 
one large black eye, the other having been burnt 
out at flatdragon. My complexion is fo dark, 
that I have been miftaken at the theatre fora 
mulatto, and afked whofe places I kept. Ihave 


loft one half of my teeth, which were knocked 
down 
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down my throat in an attempt to refcue a wife 
from her. hufband, who was ducking her in a 
horfe-pond ; 


Nam fuit ante Helenam Céesjuy teterrima Belli’ == °' 
Cavia. ; 


My mouth is about the fize of a Dutch: oven, 
and feems to have bitten off its neighbour, 
amy nofe, which is fo extremely {mall, that were 
amanto {wear by it, as the Antients by the 
right hand, it may be doubted whether he could 
be forfworn. - 





